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But thought the Russians could not bring
their own troops to India they might incite the
Afghans and frontier tribes to give^ trouble
unless we took steps to prevent sucK action.
And the trouble might be very serious. The
Amir had a regular army of 100,000 men and
500 guns, besides irregulars who might amount
to another 50,000 or more.
It was our obvious policy to establish friendly
relations with the Amir, but how far that friend-
ship ought to go was a matter which has per-
plexed generations of Indian statesmen. The
Government had guaranteed the integrity of
the Amir's territory; but, though nobody had
cared to admit the fact, it had undertaken more
than it could perform. Like the Russians, we
could not cross those 500 miles of moun-
tains. The military authorities had there-
fore drawn up a scheme based on two main
points:
1.  A line through Kandahar, Ghazni, Kabul,
should be regarded as the " strategic frontier,"
which must be held by the British Army at all
costs.
2.  The defence of Afghanistan between that
line and the Russian frontier should be left to
the Amir's troops.
Kabul is roughly 150 miles from Peshawar
and Kandahar is about the same distance from
Quetta.^ Railways had already been pushed
some distance forward, and surveys had been
made and materials collected for their exten-